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SciTech High School Vision
SciTech High is a small learning community of the Harrisburg School District that facilitates students’ development of a solid foundation of academic, social, and emotional skills needed for success in college, careers and community life.  We want and expect our students to become self-directed learners and leaders who have the confidence to apply their critical thinking, communication, and problem solving skills in both familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

SciTech High’s program integrates the resources of the Harrisburg School District, local colleges, the corporate community, the arts of the City of Harrisburg, and a state of the art facility to ensure that students have access to experiences, instruction, and opportunities that often are not available to inner city youth.  Technology, project based learning, and community based experiences help develop students’ skills, voice, initiative, and confidence.  Emphasis on science, math and academic rigor builds skills that are essential for success in the 21st century.

SciTech High personalizes instruction and support services to provide the experiences and opportunities that each student needs to make good decisions in a wide variety of contexts.  We seek to challenge, fill the gaps, and inspire the dreams that will lead our students to succeed in college and make significant contributions to their community.  We envision SciTech High as a school with permeable walls and endless possibilities, a school that integrates content knowledge, organizations, people and ideas.

SciTech High Strategic Planning Goals:
· Develop and implement a process to utilize quantitative and qualitative data for appropriate decision-making to ensure student achievement
· Involve all stakeholders (parents, students, community, business partners, College/Universities) in the implementation of the SciTech High Vision
· Enhance academic performance and ensure social success in a diverse environment for all students
· Implement a college preparatory curriculum that is vertically and horizontally aligned with applicable standards to be used as the planning tool for effective instruction based on best practices










2010-2011 SciTech High Educational Team

	Team Member
	Position

	Ms. Kerensa Finley
	Reading Specialist/ 9th Grade 

	Mr. Jared Campbell
	Teacher, 9th Grade Mathematics

	Ms. Michelle Felton
	Teacher, 9th Grade Social Studies

	Ms. Traci Kornfeld
	Teacher, 9th Grade Technology

	Mr. Joshua Bergstein
	Teacher, 9th Grade English

	Mr. Robert Steps
	Teacher, 9th Grade Science

	Mr. Bradley Demler
	Teacher, 9th & 10th Grade Mathematics

	
	

	Ms. Jill Schiessl
	Teacher, 10th Grade English 

	STAFF
	Teacher, 10th Grade Mathematics

	Ms. Delia Gongloff
	Teacher, 10th Grade Social Studies

	Ms. Erin Pittman
	Teacher, 10th Grade Science

	
	

	Mr. Eric Samuelson
	Teacher, 11th Grade English 

	Mr. Paul DelPriore
	Teacher, 11th Grade Social Studies

	Ms. Carolyn McGinty
	Teacher, 10th  & 11th Grade Science

	Ms. Holly Worful
	Teacher, 11th Grade Mathematics

	Ms. Deb Crawford
	Teacher, 11th Grade Mathematics

	Mr. Thompson Ader
	Teacher, 11th Grade Science

	
	

	Mr. Seth Labarre
	Teacher, 12th Grade English 

	Mr. Lou Quackenbush
	Teacher, 12th Grade Mathematics

	Mr. Kevin Varano
	Teacher, 12th Grade Social Studies

	
	

	Ms. Desiree Fletcher 
	Teacher, French

	Ms. Ana Pfender
	Teacher, Spanish

	Ms. Tonia Johnson
	Teacher, Spanish

	Mr. Nathan Shirk
	Teacher, Health

	Mr. Anthony O’Neal
	Teacher, Technology 

	Ms. Lena Lewars
	Teacher, Gifted and Support

	Ms. Lori Jo Whitehaus
	ESL

	
	

	Ms. Stacey Rossi
	Guidance Counselor

	STAFF
	Community Partnership Facilitator

	
	

	Ms. Sharon Waters
	Secretary

	Mr. Terrence Parsons
	Security

	Rev. Charles Baxter
	Security

	Mr. George Nagle
	Administrative Assistant

	Mr. Nate Martin
	Assistant Director





2010-2011 Bell Schedule
	
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday	

		
7:45 AM – 2:45 PM


	Wednesday
	7:45 AM – 11:45 AM






Open House Dates

October 7, 2010:  6:00-8:00

January 20, 2011:  6:00-8:00

May 12, 2011:  6:00-9:00

Location:  Lisa Waller Student Center





















SciTech High School Attendance Policy Highlights

Daily Attendance is Required by Law
State law requires parents to make sure their students are in school every day.  If a student must miss a day of school, parents/guardians are required by law to supply a written notice to the school explaining the absence.  Experience has shown that the students who attend school and classes regularly are the most successful and find school enjoyable because of involvement.  Poor attendance is the most frequent reason given for failure in any class.

List of Approved Excused Absences
1. Illness of child, accompanied by physician’s certificate if absence is three days or more.
2. Contagious diseases within the home of the pupil.
3. Death in the immediate family.
4. Court appearances.
5. Observance of a school district recognized religious holiday.
6. Remedial health treatment.
7. Pre-arranged absence to visit a college or university, to participate in other educational experiences, and/or emergency situations as determined by the school principal.  Parent/Guardian should submit a detailed description or itinerary of the planned educational experience or trip for approval at least two week prior to the student’s absence.   One approved educational trip per year for a maximum of five days. 
8. Suspension.

Absence Excuses – Within 3 School Days
Students must report to the school attendance officer immediately upon return to school and present a written, signed note from the parent or guardian that includes a specific reason for the absence.  All such notes must be received by the attendance officer by the third day of return to school after any absence.

Absence for reasons not on the list of approved excused absences or absence excuses handed in beyond the third day of a student’s return to school are classified as “permanently unexcused” with the loss of make-up privileges.

Lateness to School / Lateness Elimination Plan
Students must be on time to school.
1. All students not in their first period class by 7:45 a.m. are to report to the attendance officer for a late pass.
2. If a student is going to miss part of a school day for any reason, parents are requested to notify the main office prior to the start of the school day.
3. The attendance office will issue late slips marking whether or not they are excused.  The student must submit an excuse note from parent/guardian.
a. Excused Tardiness
i. Personal illness
ii. Medical or legal appointment
iii. Reasons excused by the principal
b. Habitual tardiness (3 or more) will result in disciplinary action.
4. Students who are issued an unexcused tardy are to remain after school for late detention. Students serve two minutes of detention for every minute that they are late to school on the same day the tardy was issued. 
a. For example, if a student arrives 5 minutes late (7:50 a.m.) he/she will need to stay after school for 10 minutes (2:50 – 3:00).
b. Failure to serve late detention on the day assigned will lead to a formal disciplinary referral and a one-hour detention.

Early Dismissals
Schools are concerned with the safe and proper release of students from school.
1. No student shall be released from school and placed in the custody of any person except the parent/guardian named on the official records of the school district without written permission of the parent / guardian.
2. Students shall not be released from class without a properly completed early dismissal card or notification from the office.
3. The student shall bring an early dismissal request to the attendance officer.  The note will be verified.  The parent or guardian must come in the building and identify themselves.  The student will be paged to the attendance office.  Students are not permitted to wait inside or outside of the building for a ride.

Acceptable Reasons for Early Dismissals:
1. Medical appointment (must bring doctor’s excuse on return to school or the next day)
2. Illness of a student – Must be determined by the nurse.
3. Sudden family emergency
4. Driver’s exam
5. Approved school sponsored events
6. Special circumstances approved by administrator.




Cafeteria
Activities including, but not limited to, gambling, petting, dancing, boisterousness, sitting on tables and general horseplay are not permitted.  Disruptive students will be taken to the office by the staff member on duty.  Students must remain in the cafeteria until the end of the lunch period.  Any unauthorized student in the cafeteria will be referred to the administrator on duty.

Students may not leave the building during the lunch period.  Students must either bring their lunch or purchase a lunch in the cafeteria.  Any student who leaves campus is subject to an out of school suspension.  Students may not have lunch delivered to school without permission of an administrator.

Cell Phones
While we are aware that some of our parents have given cell phones to their students to facilitate communication in case of emergencies or changes in plans, it is our policy that cell phones will NOT be in use during the school day.  Their use by students to make or accept calls is disruptive to the learning process.  Cell phones must be turned off and put away (not in view) from 7:45a.m. until school is dismissed.  As the policy above states, if we see that a student has a cell phone out during the school day or is using a cell phone without permission from a teacher or administrator, it will be confiscated and returned to the student’s parent.  Repeat offenders will be assigned a detention.  

Parents/guardians may call the school and leave a message for their child when necessary.  Students may ask for permission to use a phone at the main office. 

The school is not responsible for the loss or theft of a cell phone or other personal electronics during the school day or on the way to or from school.  

Unexcused Absence from Class
A class cut is defined as any unexcused absence from the student’s assigned homeroom or class.  Penalties for class cutting may include Saturday Academy or Suspension.

Note:  A class cut is an unexcused absence and does not permit make-up privileges. 

Detention
Detentions will be assigned as per the discipline policy and at teacher/administrator discretion.  Detention must be served according to the school’s policy.  Students will be notified of the time and date as will as the infraction.  Staff members will attempt to phone a parent/guardian.  If the parent/guardian is not reached, the student must still serve the detention.

Discipline Policy
Maintaining student discipline is extremely important to the school program and building climate.  Without good discipline students can not realize their greatest opportunities for growth.

SciTech High will follow the Harrisburg School District’s Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  Each infraction is clearly listed, and the designated policies are explained.  The following are the levels of infractions as well as the corresponding discipline codes used by the Department of Education:

Level I
101 Classroom, study hall, cafeteria, assembly, and extra-curricular activity disturbances
102 Hallway disturbances:  loitering, running, no pass, tripping, etc.
103 Classroom tardiness (1-3)
104 Tardiness to school (1-3)
105 Undirected profanity
106 Eating candy or gum chewing
107 Open food/drink containers in the hall
108 Cheating or lying
109 Disrespect for other: teasing calling names, abusive language
110 Unauthorized equipment: radios, tape recorders, games, beepers, cell phones, etc.
111 Failure to complete assignments, required forms, or carrying out directions, class permit, etc.
112 Littering inside or outside of school
113 Throwing items of minor nature
114 Stealing minor items such as pencils
115 Abuse of, or failure to return, library materials
116 Public display of affection
117 Inappropriate attire
Level II
201 Continuation of Level I misconduct
202 Abusing school property: marking text, walls, furniture, lockers, etc.
203 Throwing potentially dangerous objects
204 Cutting Class/Detention
205 Possession of tobacco/cigarettes
206 Gambling
207 Directed profanity/obscenities/abusive language
208 Physical quarreling, pushing and shoving with possible intent to fight
209 Truancy
210 Forgery: excuses, passes, report cards
211 Tampering with school equipment; fire extinguishers, intercom, etc.
212 Use of water pistols, squirting instruments
213 Throwing items out of windows
214 Disruptive behavior associated with all school staff
215 Unauthorized sale of items
216 Tardiness (5 or more)
Level III
301 Continuation of Level II misconduct
302 Fighting – using fists or physical contact
303 Vandalism: destruction or defacing school/student property
304 Possession of pornographic material
305 Defiant/threatening behavior toward staff/others
306 Possessing/use/selling of alcohol and/or drugs
307 Tampering with fire alarm
308 Theft of school and/or personal property
309 Leading/participating in a riot
Level IV
401 Destruction of school/student property
402 Fighting – using a weapon of any type
403 Terrorist/Bomb threats
404 Possessing/transferring a weapon of any type
405 Assaults on employees/students
406 Use of a weapon of any type
407 Intentionally or attempting to set a fire to a building and/or
   property
408 Any act of misconduct interpreted by the Administration to be of 
              a serious nature

Action Taken Codes and Descriptions
101 Parent/Guardian contact
102 Verbal Reprimand
103 Detention
201 In School Suspension
301 Out of School Suspension
400 Expulsion Hearing

Expulsion
Expulsion is the exclusion of a student from school on a permanent basis or for an indefinite period of time, as defined in the Code of Conduct.

Expulsion – remainder of school term per School Board action and approval

Suspension
Suspensions will be carried out according to guidelines established in the Harrisburg Student Code of Conduct.

Temporary Suspension – up to three (3) days minimum
Saturday School Suspension – one (1) day minimum
Full Suspension – up to ten (10) days minimum

The parent/guardian must have a conference with the appropriate principal before a suspended student will be readmitted to school.  A concerted effort will be made to remove (from SciTech High) those students who habitually disrupt classrooms or those having repeated unexcused absences.



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
Academic integrity is an essential element in SciTech High School’s philosophy and practice of promoting academic excellence and pride in performance.  A SciTech High School diploma should reflect not only the successful completion of all academic requirements, but also the formation of a young adult with high ideals of morality, honesty, and self-respect.
Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to grade penalties on assignments or tests and disciplinary penalties in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.  Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student, and plagiarism. The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or another supervising professional employee, taking into consideration written materials, observation, or information from students.

Academic cheating involves a willful and fraudulent act on the part of the student.  It includes, but is not limited to:
· Copying answers from another student’s quiz or test
· Allowing another student to copy answers from a quiz or test
· Communicating answers to another student in any way during a quiz or test
· Using notes or other unauthorized materials during a quiz or test
· Gaining access to test questions or answers without permission of the teacher
· Copying another student’s homework or in-class assignment
· Allowing another student to copy homework or in-class assignment
· Submitting work from any source (person, text, on-line) to the teacher as one’s own work
· Using a cell phone, PDA, MP3, or any other electronic or communication device not otherwise provided for or allowed during the time provided for a test or quiz, in or outside the classroom
 
Plagiarism involves the intentional representation and submission of another’s ideas, words, or work as one’s own.  It includes, but is not limited to:
· Directly copying another person’s work and presenting it as one’s own
· Submitting papers or reports or oral presentations from commercial research companies, including on-line sources, as one’s own work, or paying someone to write papers or create drawings or artwork to be submitted as one’s own work
· Copying portions of a text without crediting sources
· Rephrasing another person’s ideas and presenting them as one’s own without crediting sources
 

Copying includes but is not limited to:
· Copying the homework of another student and submitting it as one’s own
· Collaborating with others or with written or on-line materials in take-home assignments unless expressly permitted by the teacher
· Submitting an original paper, presentation, or report more than once to fulfill different assignments without prior approval from the teacher

Consequences associated with Academic Dishonesty 
Any case of academic dishonesty will be investigated by the teacher and administration. Consequences for academic dishonesty include an automatic 0% on the assignment or assessment in question. Additional disciplinary measures can include:
· Detention
· Saturday Academy
· Suspension
· Administrative hearing. 


2010-2011 Dress Code
Everyone acknowledges first impressions are important, and often these impressions are made through visual and auditory means.  Members of the Harrisburg community form their impressions of SciTech High by the students they see and hear in the community – in the neighborhoods, on our buses, at sporting events.  We want their first and lasting impression to be positive.  SciTech High will always be a special school which offers a truly exceptional program for outstanding students. SciTech High has, by tradition, been a school which has required more of its students, and one which has developed a great sense of school pride. The 2010-2011 dress code is as follows:

Boys
· Tan, Navy, Gray, or Black pants belted at the waist
· Solid-colored polo uniform-style shirt (short or long sleeve permitted)
· Solid colored undershirts only (short or long sleeve permitted)
· Tan, Navy, Gray or Black knee-length shorts, belted at the waist, may be worn from April 15-October 15
· Solid-color cardigan sweater

Girls
· Tan, Navy, Gray, or Black pants belted at the waist
· Tan, Navy, Gray or Black knee to ankle length skirt
· Solid colored polo uniform style shirt (short or long sleeve permitted)
· Solid colored undershirts only (short or long sleeve permitted)
· Tan, Navy, Gray or Black knee-length shorts, belted at the waist, may be worn from April 15-Ocotber 15
· Solid color cardigan sweater

Not Permitted
· Polo shirts with stripes, emblems,  or designs
· Clothing made from any knit material, e.g. Spandex, Lycra, or knit blends, specifically leggings
· Printed or multicolored undershirts 
· Denim material of any color
· Any outerwear including jackets, vests, fleece, and sweatshirts 
· Hats, scarves, hair nets

2010-2011 Dress Down
SciTech students are permitted to dress down on half days throughout the school year. Dress down days can also be earned over the course of the year. When dressing down students are expected to wear school appropriate clothing. Staff members who believe students are inappropriately dressed for school will refer these students to administration. It will be the administrator’s decision which will determine whether attire is appropriate for school. Students who are inappropriately dressed may be excluded from an activity, asked to wear clothing supplied by the administrator, and/or asked to contact a parent/guardian to bring in school appropriate attire.  Failure to comply with the standards of dress will result in disciplinary action.  If the student or parent has any doubt about the appropriateness of the student’s attire in our school, please contact school officials.

The following clothing items are NOT ACCEPTABLE in any situation for our school.  (NO EXCEPTIONS)

· White t-shirts (girls/boys)
· Length of skirts, dresses, and shorts (summer)  - shorter than fingertip length
· Spaghetti straps
· Hats, do-rags, scarves, and hair nets
· Bare shoulders and midriffs
· Pants sagging below the waist
· Spandex, Lycra, or knit blends, specifically leggings and/or tights



Drug and Alcohol Policy
The possession, use, or evidence of use, selling drugs, controlled substances, or possession of drug paraphernalia or alcoholic beverages in school, on school property or at school-sanctioned functions is prohibited.  Any student in violation of this policy will be suspended, pending an investigation.  Appropriate counseling sessions will be scheduled and local law enforcement officers will be notified.  Students violating the drug policy will be assigned to the SAP (Student Assistance Program) for assistance and guidance. 

Eligibility for Co-Curricular Activities
This policy applies to all co-curricular activities including, but not limited to, athletics, musical groups, clubs, and any other school activity conducted mainly outside of the school day on a not-for-credit basis.

Students shall meet all of the following standards to be eligible for co-curricular activities:

1. Satisfactory progress toward graduation from high school as determined by the principal
2. Regular attendance at school as determined by the principal
3. Taking a full academic schedule as determined by the district’s course of study and verified by the principal
4. Maintenance of a “C” average in the basic subjects of English, social studies, mathematics and science (Weighted grades shall be used for students taking weighted classes)
5. Maintenance of “C” average overall (Weighted grades shall be used for students taking weighted classes)
6. Having no more than one “D” in any subject

Grades earned during summer school shall apply to fall co-curricular activities in lieu of the grade earned at the conclusion of the regular school period year.

The student must attend school on the day of the scheduled extra-curricular activity to be eligible for participation.  Extra-curricular activities should include athletics, club activities, concerts, school drama productions, and practice sessions or rehearsals associated with these activities.

Exceptional or emergency circumstances beyond the student’s control that prevent attendance must be reviewed by the administration.  When possible, students should request exceptions in advance.  Consideration will be given to medical, dental, or extenuating family circumstances.





Fighting
Fighting will not be tolerated.  Pushing, shoving, jabbing, etc. is also not permitted.  All students engaged in a fight will be suspended from school for 5- 10 days, pending investigation, and will be reviewed for immediate transfer.

Emergency Evacuation Drills
School Board regulations and state law require us to average one fire drill per month.

In the event of an actual fire, the person activating the fire alarm should immediately notify an administrator of the specific nature and location of the fire.

When the fire alarm sounds the teacher will take these actions:

1. A student will be directed to lead the class from the room in a single file line following the directions as posted in the room.  Conduct is to be exemplary.
2. Classroom doors should be closed as students exit.

If the fire signal is sounded when pupils are passing in the corridors, after dismissal in the afternoon, during pep rallies and assemblies, or whenever students are moving freely about the building, the students should quietly fall into line and immediately proceed in an orderly manner to the nearest available exit.

Fire Drill Procedures
Exit signs are locate in every classroom.  During drills, classroom teachers will ensure that all windows are closed and direct/escort their students out of the building as promptly and orderly as possible.

Fire drills may be conducted with an exit blocked.  If an exit is blocked, NEVER use that exit, but continue to the nearest exit.

After leaving the building, the exit must be cleared by a distance of fifty feet or more.  This is in accordance with State Law.

If the return signal sounds after the close of the period from which students left the building, they are to return to the same class.



Grading Policy and Procedures
The student evaluation procedure serves as a yardstick for academic achievement and as a means for motivating a student to obtain levels of performance of which he/she is capable.

Within the first week of school, each teacher will present their classes a list of expectations for the course and method of evaluation that he or she will use for the course.

Grading Scale

	93 - 100
	A

	85 -  92
	B

	77 – 84
	C

	76 – 70
	D

	0 – 69
	F



The determination of the final grade is by numerical average.  Grading will be consistent with the policies adopted by the Harrisburg School District.  Academic Warnings will be given to the counselor.  One copy will be kept by the teacher; and one copy will be given to the student for a parent signature. 

Parents of seniors whose grades indicate possible failure must be notified in writing.

Warnings of potential failure must be mailed on or before April 30th.  Each letter will include those requirements that must be completed to enable the student to be considered for graduation.

Final notification must be given to students prior to the first commencement rehearsal if their academic deficiencies will not permit graduation.

Teachers shall indicate at least one reason for failure or low grades in the remark column.



Health Services

The School Nurse’s Suite
The School Nurse’s Suite at SciTech High is located on the first floor.  Records are kept of all physical examinations, accident reports, and each visit made by the student to the nurse’s office.  The office provides constant health supervision and is a safeguard against illness and accidents occurring during the school day.  This is not, however, to be considered a substitute for the family physician.

The Nurse’s Suite Rules
1. The school nurse is available for any student who feels ill or is injured during the school day.  A student should report to his classroom and then be dismissed to the nurse’s office with a hall pass.
2. The nurse is responsible only for immediate first aid.
3. In case of an accident or emergency, the student should report directly to the nurse and the student is taken to the hospital.  Parent/guardians are notified immediately by the nurse.  It is the responsibility of the parent to provide the nurse with a current telephone number.
4. In case of illness, the student’s parent/guardian is contacted and the student is sent home with parent approval.  It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to provide transportation and further medical care to the student.  STUDENTS ARE ADVISED NOT TO COME TO SCHOOL ILL.
5. Students are not permitted to leave school until the nurse or a substitute for the nurse has seen them.  Violation of this rule carries the same penalty as class cutting or cutting school.
6. In case of an illness or injury which prevents a student from taking gym, a note signed by the attending physician must be presented to the nurse and a copy provided to the physical education teacher.
7. Any problems will be reported to the parent/guardian.
8. State regulations for tuberculosis detection require testing of students when they enter the district.  Tuberculin Test Request Cards are sent home with the student for a parent/guardian’s signature.  The Tuberculin Test cannot be administered without the parental permission in writing.  Students who fail to comply will be suspended per school law.
9. All eleventh grade students are required to have a physical examination by their family physician or the school physician.  The school medical form can be picked up in the nurse’s office and must be returned to the nurse’s office no later than the last week of November.  Students who fail to comply will be suspended per school law.
10. If, for any reason, a student cannot participate in the full gym program, a doctor’s note must be submitted indicating the length of time the student is to be excused.  The note should be brought to the school nurse for recording and filing.  Students must remain where assigned and follow the guidelines of an adaptive program.
11. In order that we conform to the wishes of parents, emergency cards must be filled out for each student and returned to the nurse’s office (Registration Card).

Illegal Possessions
Students may not bring to school any possessions that could be considered distracting to learning, illegal or dangerous to the health and safety of others.  These include, but are not limited to, knives, box cutters, razorblades, silverware, lasers, and any items used in an assault or intimidating manner.  Such items must be surrendered upon request.  Disciplinary action taken against those who break these rules will be given by the administrators in accordance with the code of the School District.

Hall Passes/Lateness to Class
Any professional staff member may give students a pass.  The student must be given a pass stating the destination and the time he left the classroom.  Consideration must be given to the other teachers so those students are not detained from one class to the benefit of another.

Any student not inside the proper classroom when the class begins shall be considered late for the class.

The classroom teacher shall admit students and take appropriate action such as assigning them to detention to make up the work missed.  Chronic lateness to class will be reported to the appropriate principal for disciplinary action.

Nuclear Emergency
The relative proximity of SciTech High to Three Mile Island presents a possible danger to the staff and students if a major nuclear accident should occur.

1. The teacher will maintain order and discipline in the classroom.
2. THE TEACHER WILL NOT RELEASE ANY STUDENT FROM HIS OR HER CLASSROOM UNLESS DIRECTED TO DO SO BY THE ADMINISTRATION!
3. The teacher will close all windows and, if directed, take students to another area of the building.  Classes will be kept together for attendance purposes.




Parent-Teacher Association
The Parent-Teacher Association is set up to allow the parents an opportunity to express their interests and concerns in our school.  The committee is composed of any interested parent, student or community member. PTA meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Teachers will be notified in advance of an appointment and are asked to confirm the appointment or suggest an alternate date.  Conferences will be scheduled at the convenience of the teacher.

Saturday Academy
Saturday Academy is held from 8:00 – 10:00 AM at SciTech High approximately once per month.  Students are assigned for a variety of reasons; if they do not attend they will be suspended.  It is the student/parent’s responsibility to provide transportation to and from Saturday Academy.

Report Cards
Report Cards are distributed four times during the school year.  The final report card is mailed home.  If a student does not receive a report card, the school should be notified immediately.

Schedule Changes
All schedule changes need to be approved by guidance or administration. Scheduling changes will be made for the following reasons:
a. Conflicts
b. Missing a required course(s) for graduation
c. A schedule change determined to be necessary by guidance or administration 



Searches
School authorities may search a student’s locker and seize illegal materials.  Such materials may be used as evidence against the student in disciplinary proceedings.  Prior to a locker search, students shall be notified and given an opportunity to be present.  Where school officials have a reasonable suspicion that lockers contain materials which pose a threat to the health, welfare, and/or safety of the school students and staff, lockers may be searched without prior warning.  No student shall assume the locker will be private.

Smoking-Board Policy
In accordance with Act 168, 1998 the Board of School Directors in the City of Harrisburg recognizes that tobacco use presents a health and safety hazard which can have serious consequences for users as well as non-users. For purpose of this policy, tobacco use shall mean possession of a lighted cigar, cigarette, or pipe or other lighted smoking equipment; as well as the use of smokeless tobacco of any form.

Student Withdrawal
When a student is believed to have withdrawn from school without proper clearance, the guidance counselor will be notified.

No student will be allowed to withdraw from school until the withdrawal form is signed by all teachers.  Teachers will not sign a withdrawal form until all books and electronic learning tools are returned and all debts are cleared.  The student will return the completed withdrawal form to school secretary.

Textbooks
All new textbooks will be stamped with the SciTech High stamp.  The students will sign his or her full name in ink at the time of issuance.  Replacement cost shall be the cost of a new book plus shipping and handling.  Periodic book checks are mandatory and shall be submitted to the supervising principal.  Students who lose a textbook will receive an obligation notice and must pay for the lost textbook before receiving a replacement.

Vandalism
Anyone found causing damage to school property will be disciplined and must pay for the cost of replacement or repair.  Parent/guardian will be contacted.  Police and court involvement may be necessary for institutional vandalism.



Visitors on Campus
All non-staff visitors must report to the security desk and then to the main office and obtain a permit before proceeding throughout the school.  Classes should not be left unattended for the purpose of conferences with visitors without the permission of the principal.  Parents are not permitted to visit classrooms without prior approval from the principal.  Approved visitors will be escorted through the building by security or the administration.

Weapon Control-Board Policy
Any student found to have possessed or be in possession of or transporting or have transported a weapon on school property during school hours or activities; or on property being used by the school or any school function or activity, or while the student is on his/her way to or from an activity; regardless of intent, will immediately be reported to the local police, scheduled for an informal hearing cited for a ten-day out-of-school suspension and presented to the School Board for formal expulsion proceedings in accordance with the Pennsylvania School Code.

The term “weapon” refers to any loaded or unloaded firearm (including pellet guns, B.B. guns, and look-alike firearms); explosive devices of any kind; bowie knife, Dirk knife, lock-blade knife, hunting knife, or any knife; or any other kind of tool or instrument that is not reasonably related to education including, but not limited to, chains, brass knuckles, night-sticks, ax handles, razors, or any instrument used as a weapon.

Weather Related School Delays and Closings
SciTech High School follows the Harrisburg School District delay and closing protocol.  When Harrisburg School District issues a two-hour delay, SciTech students must report to first period by 9:45 AM.   Breakfast is not served when delayed starts are issued.  School days that are missed because of inclement weather will be made up during a teacher in-service day or summer. 
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